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On Sept. 18, judge Myrian Rocio Velez, three bodyguards and a driver were killed near Rocio
Velez's home in Medellin by unidentified gunmen. Rocio Velez was investigating the 1986 murder
of Guillermo Cano, director of daily newspaper El Espectador, and had named Medellin cartel
leader Pablo Escobar as intellectual author of the crime. She was the second judge to be killed while
investigating Escobar's role in the Cano murder. Rocio Velez was among the ranks of anonymous
judges (jueces sin rostro) functioning in Colombia's courts under a system designed to provide
added security. Medellin Police commander Col. Daniel Peralta told reporters there has been a
resurgence of retaliatory killings of plainclothes police officers involved with the search for Pablo
Escobar. Escobar escaped on July 22 from a special prison in Envigado, 20 km. southeast of Medellin.
(Sources: Agence France-Presse, 09/18/92; Spanish news service EFE, 09/18/92, 09/21/92)
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